[Limited role of naltrexone in the treatment of opiate addiction].
Naltrexone has been used for many years as an opiate antagonist for maintenance treatment to prevent relapse in opiate addiction and, more recently, for rapid opiate detoxification with and without general anaesthesia. Naltrexone is useful for rapid detoxification without anaesthesia. However, the detoxification procedure under anaesthesia lacks a scientific basis. There is no clear evidence of the efficacy of naltrexone maintenance treatment. Poor compliance and possible receptor sensitisation means there may be a potentially increased risk of mortality through opiate overdose following cessation of naltrexone treatment and relapse into addiction.